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Memories of Earlier Summit
Hold Special Meaning for
2010 Participant
By Andrea Robinson

Although the experience occurred 10 years ago, Jared Tolbert has clear memories of the
2010 Collegiate Summit. It was at the three-day workshop sponsored by the Atlanta Region of
the U.S. Census Bureau, where he had several light bulb moments.
In an interview, Tolbert said the summit gave him a new level in student leadership.
“I didn’t know what the Census was. You hear [the word] census. I remember my parents
filling out the form. You hear Census, but…” he didn’t know its significance in 2010.
“The summit demystified things for me,” Tolbert said.
Tolbert welcomed nearly 250 students and administrators from Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCUs) and Hispanic Affiliated Colleges and Universities (HACUs) to the summit on
January 17-19 in Orlando. The students represented nearly 50 schools from all seven states in
the region.
Via videotape, Tolbert urged the students to absorb the weekend and learn about the
importance of the Census. Like many of the students who gathered for meetings at the Rosen
Plaza, he was the Student Government Association president at his alma mater, Fort Valley
State University.
Tolbert’s taped message came after a chance encounter with Marilyn Stephens, assistant
regional census manager. He was visiting friends at an Urban League Young Professional
Network conference in Atlanta. Stephens was a guest speaker at the same event.
He recognized her from the 2010 summit and reintroduced himself.
“It was like a family reunion,” Tolbert said. I told her ‘You probably don’t remember me, but I
was at this event in Orlando 10 years ago.’” Stephens said she remembered him and asked
him to record a message for the 2020 Summit.
Tolbert said he was happy to appear on video to bring a message to the students. He also
talks up the Census with friends and family members.
“In today’s climate, we need to do the summit to get out the word about the Census. It
affects everything that we do,” he said. Tolbert added that the work he does at a women’s
health agency relies heavily on the population count provided by the Census Bureau.
His advice to the students: “Make sure everyone you know does it, too.”

2020 Collegiate Summit:
School Spirit Rises in Learning
Environment
By Andrea Robinson

Young adults from nearly 50 colleges and universities streamed into the Orlando area for a
two-day course about the 2020 Census in late January. They came to the Central Florida
city to participate in the 2020 Collegiate Summit sponsored by the Atlanta Region of the
U.S. Census Bureau.
The students, along with at several college administrators, attend either Historically Black
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) or institutions that are part of the Hispanic Association of
Colleges and Universities (HACU).
The summit was the final gathering of targeted stakeholder groups that are critical for a
complete and accurate turn out of the 2020 Census. In the prior summits, participants learned
about the Census process in a more formal, business-like environment. They gave insights to
Atlanta Region administrators and staff members about their concerns and offered ideas for
getting people in their communities to participate.
The Collegiate Summit was a high energy experience with students showing their school spirit
with chants and loud cheers. Many wore T-Shirts and other clothing to represent their
university and school colors.
Katia St. Fleur, the lead facilitator in the opening session, chided her alma mater as she
started the roll call of schools. “Clark Atlanta (university), don’t y’all embarrass me.
You better bring it,” she said jokingly.
They heard presentations designed to capture their attention. During the Inkwell to the
Internet lecture by Assistant Regional Census Manager Marilyn Stephens, the students were
silent in rapt attention as she explained how the Census began with U.S. Marshals riding on
horseback to its present form using online processing. Whispers arose when Stephens pointed
out the evolution of racial and ethnic classifications over the decades. The young people
learned terms such as Octaroon and Quadroon, which formerly described mixed-race
persons.
“This doesn’t make sense,” said one student.
The group spent two days filled with learning, inspiration, and fun all centered around the
2020 Census and their roles as Census ambassadors. The energized students were sent back
to their respective institutions ready to help spread the message that they, and everyone,
counts in the 2020 Census.

Robert Gould:
2020 Census
Collegiate Summit
Motivational Speaker
By Edgar Wright

The 2020 Census HBCU (Historically Black Colleges & Universities) and HACU (Hispanic
Association of Colleges and Universities) summit convened the weekend of January 17-20
at the Rosen Plaza in beautiful Orlando, FL. Students from more than 50 Universities and
Colleges, from seven states in the U.S. Census Bureau’s Atlanta Region, were in attendance
to learn how to be Ambassadors for the 2020 Decennial Census.
Robert Gould, the author of the book, The Intern Guru, 5 STRATEGIES TO UNLEASH THE
WARRIOR & OWN THE BOSS IN YOU! was the keynote sSpeaker on Saturday morning.
Robert’s message was plain and simple “Your DNA is your greatest weapon. Stop doubting
who you were born to be.” Put It to Work.
It’s already opened every door.
It’s already believed in what you can’t see.
It’s already shut down every hater.
It’s already boosted every goal.
It’s already greenlit every dream.
What drives Millennials? Robert told the students, “Your Energy level determines the Altitude
you will reach to accomplish any endeavor in life.” “What you do at the moment defines a
lifetime.” Affirm everyday “I Am A Game Changer.” “Make your ideas, Sexy.”
On Sunday, Robert kicked off the summit with an electrifying worship celebration. Everyone in
attendance left the summit a little bit lighter and a whole lot brighter.

Munoz:

Owning the Vision
By Greg Engle

He may be only 23 years old and a recent college graduate, but Eduardo Munoz has already
gone a long way.
Munoz was the keynote speaker on the final day of the recent Collegiate Summit in Orlando
and talked about inspiration to the over 250 students and administrators from nearly 50 HBCU
and HACU schools from around the region.
The Project Coordinator for the Atlanta Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs told the crowd:
“You’re here for a reason, and that’s because you have a purpose…”
The group had just spent two intense days learning all about the 2020 Census.
“You all have the information. Now I’m going to give you the tools,” Munoz said.
Those tools included translating a vision into a reality.
“Articulate the vision, get others to see it,” he said. “Own the vision, embody it. Lead the
vision, get others to understand it, and pursue that vision, turn your words into action.
You have to see that vision, to create that reality.”
After his speech was over, Munoz said he was motivated to talk to the group by his
own experience.
Both his parents emigrated to the United States in the 1980s, and while his dad has since
gained U.S. citizenship, he admitted that his mother is still undocumented. But he said he’s
very aware that everyone counts in the census.
“This is one of the times that everyone is counted regardless of race, class, and even legal
status,” he said. “So it’s so important to me. It’s also personal to me because this is the time
I can tell my mom, ‘you know what mom, you will be counted in the U.S., you do count for
something.’ It’s a very personal thing for me.”
And he hopes those attending the summit will be empowered to spread the message.
“I count, you count, we count,” he told the students and administrators. “If we are going to
change the U.S. for the better, we need to start with those two letters: US.”

A Job that Counts!
By Maru

When we decide to seek employment, we do it with the illusion of doing an activity that we
like and, in return, receive monetary compensation. What about being able to contribute to
a business where the retribution is not only financial but also allows us to improve our city, our
community, our state, and our country?
That is precisely the type of job opportunity presented at the HBCU-HACU College Summit in
Orlando, Florida. A Job that Counts was one of the breakout sessions at the summit that gave
steps on how to get employed with the Census Bureau for the 2020 Census. Students filled out
the online application during the breakout using their cell phones and were very
appreciative of the session.
Facilitators for the session were Recruiting Manager Monica Dukes, Recruiting Coordinator
Cheaka Burise, and Partnership Specialist Erika Deetjan.
“People used their Ipads. We got questions about the jobs, job safety, how long the jobs
would last. There were a lot of questions,” said Deetjan.
A Census Taker position provides college students the opportunity to work in a job that offers
Great pay, Flexible hours (10 to 40), Weekly pay, and Paid training. This position is also a great
resume builder. Graduating Students were encouraged to consider a career in the federal
government by going to the USAJOBS.gov website and creating a profile.

Calling all College Students
Looking for a job this summer?
https://2020census.gov/jobs

2020 CENSUS 101:
THE MACHINE BEHIND
THE CENSUS
By Lindy Studds

As students from 50 Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) or institutions that are
part of the Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities (HACU) schools throughout the
Atlanta region interacted with census staffers during the recent 2020 Census Collegiate
Summit, their mission became clear: Go back to their school and develop a plan to raise
census awareness across campus and the surrounding community. But as the mission came
into focus, so did more questions. Why do we even do this? Why should we care? What
exactly do we need to know? What are we supposed to say to other students?
These questions were answered during the Census 101 breakout session, which dug into the
machine behind the census.
To help drive the point home, Assistant Regional Census Manager Leila Dickerson began
each session by leading an exercise that required the students to break into groups and
approach the rest of the session as a “community” in Grandy County USA. These
communities, with names like “Census Town”, “Clint Creek”, and “North Cackalacky”,
had to work together throughout the session to determine what useful resources are currently
available in their communities and which resources would be helpful but were NOT available
in their communities. With some missing a variety of needed resources such as clinics,
mental health facilities, public transportation, organic food market, etc., students explored
these while earning faux money for their group every time they responded to questions and
challenges posed to the groups throughout the session.
But what was the faux money all about? It’s about the Census.
The students realized that the more people you can get to participate in the 2020 Census
and respond, the more money/resources you bring into your community to support itself for
the next decade. Not only did the winning community walk away with candy prizes, but all
the students walked away learning not only how this process affects them now as college
students but then how it will affect their lives after college.

In This Cool Lab,
the Census Message
is in the Meme
By Andrea Robinson & Will Powell

Memes are the rage across generations on social media. They are used to communicate
quick messages that can reach targeted audiences.
A trio of Atlanta region partnership specialists challenged students to create memes with
messages that urged an array of audiences to take part in the 2020 Census. In the Census
Cool Lab, the students used images of basketball legend Michael Jordan, xxx and the uber
popular Smudge the Cat to relay the benefits of participating or consequences of not
participating in the Census.
Facilitators Yolanda Fears, Victor Cora and Bernadette Richards led sometimes animated
discussions on ways the students could convey their messages.
As students entered the room, Fears and Cora laid out the ground rules for the exercise:
“Before you leave, we want you to create shareable media, in this case a meme,” Cora said.
The aim, said Cora, is to “deliver awareness of the importance of the Census” and share with
videos and images through Facebook, Instagram, TikTok and other social media platforms.
Fears encouraged students to develop their own personas and use branding and hashtags
related to the 2020 Census.
“Show the fears, the barriers for participating,” Fears said.
The students sat at round tables in groups of four or as many as eight. At one table, students
from Talladega College, Tuskegee University and Fort Valley State University debated over a
diverse group of target audiences they wanted to reach. One participant wanted to focus
on disabled veterans, while others wanted to focus on hard-to-count groups such as
immigrants, the elderly and students.
In the end the student decided they would target immigrants using a message from the
irreverent Smudge the Cat saying, “So you want to see my documents?”
This sort of creativity was evident all afternoon as students rotated through the room. The
memes provided a great deal of messaging and more than a few laughs, when they were
shown to all the summit participants after the sessions were done.

Students, Administrators
get a History Lesson
about Census
By Greg Engle

Atlanta Regional Census Manager Marilyn Stevens led one of the breakout sessions during the
2020 HBCU Summit in Orlando.
She spoke to students and administrators about the questions that will be on the 2020
Census. They learned that households can respond to the 2020 Census online, over the
phone, or through a paper questionnaire. They were shown a copy of the paper
questionnaire that will be sent to households that fail to respond online, request them,
or are in areas with limited or no internet access.
Attendees learned that since the first census in 1790, the U.S. Census Bureau has collected
data using a census “schedule,” also called a “questionnaire” or “form.”
Between 1790 and 1820, U.S. Marshals conducting the census were responsible for supplying
paper and writing-in headings related to the questions asked (i.e., name, age, sex, race,
etc.). In 1830, Congress authorized the printing of uniform schedules for use throughout the
United States.
The 1940 Census included separate questionnaires to count the population and collect
housing data. The 1960 and later censuses combined population and housing questions onto
a single questionnaire mailed to households or completed during a census taker’s visit.
Between 1970 and 2000, the U.S. Census Bureau used two questionnaires. Most households
received a short-form questionnaire asking a minimum number of questions. A sample of
households received a long-form survey that included additional questions about the home.
The 2010 Census had just one questionnaire consisting of ten items.
Each of the questions on this year’s 2020 census were discussed, including why they are
asked.

Miami Dade College Census
2020 Summit Reflection
By Karina Allegre

The Census 2020 Summit was an experience that our delegation will never forget; From
amazing workshops, to inspiring keynote speakers, to networking with diverse students,
and being able to learn information on one of the most impactful Census’s ever.
It is very important that as student leaders we take a stand and advocate on behalf of the
Census and how positively it can impact our nation. There has always been a stigma when it
comes to the Census as some people think that since it is run by the government they can be
put in some sort of danger, specifically toward minority groups.
However, the truth is that the Census actually benefits everyone by organizing each state’s
money and power. It is crucial that every college promotes the Census and educates those
who are unaware of it how greatly it can change our communities by adding more funding,
political representation by determining the number of representatives each state can have,
and by including every single living person in the state at that very moment despite their
religion, citizenship status, race, ethnicity, and beliefs.
Miami Dade College will be hosting town halls, social events, formulating a Census 2020
video, and promoting the Census on all social media platforms because at MDC our motto is
“Opportunity Changes Everything” and the opportunity of being counted is one opportunity
our students need to say yes to.

Editor’s Note: Allegre is a second-year political student at Miami Dade College, where
she is SGA secretary and is student chair of the Alumni Council. She considers herself to
be a 2020 Census Student Ambassador.

Student ‘Vows to Pass
Along What I Learned’
By Malisha Michel

My name is Malisha Michel and I currently attend Broward College in Coconut Creek, Florida.
Along with four other students from Broward College, I was invited to be a part of a
one-and-a-half-day Collegiate Summit in Orlando, Florida.
The breakout sessions I engaged in with other college students from different schools made
my experience at this event both enjoyable and very informative. During my time at the
summit I received a great deal of facts and statistics regarding the United States Census.
The census in the United States is used to record information and acquire an actual
enumeration of a given population.
The United States Constitution mandates this enumeration every ten years. I learned from the
summit that the census helps regulate power and money, so data collected from the census
could help create new services and facilities in communities, provide funding to schools and
community programs, and fairly serve the needs of the people.
Speakers at the summit informed us on how important it is to bring awareness to college
students about their participation in completing the census. Universities populated with
predominately African- Americans and Hispanics are undercounted in the U.S census. The
speakers explained that this is because students at these universities aren’t informed much
about the census. The U.S. census also offers job opportunities that are suitable for most
college students. Attending this summit helped me realize the importance of passing along
what I learned about the census to the students on my campus. Participation in the census
is a great way to leave a legacy for future generations, because what we do in the moment
defines a lifetime.

2020 Census Collegiate
Summit Scribe
By Miles K. Gunby - Mass Communications (Public Relations) - Junior

The 2020 Census Collegiate Summit hosted by the Atlanta Region began on January 18th,
2020. The summit began with a warm welcome and opening remarks from Mr. Reginald
Bigham, Deputy Regional Director, who is also a 1981 Graduate of the Fort Valley State
University. Mr. Bigham began his speech by citing a poem by Dr. Benjamin E. Mays entitled
“I Have Only Just a Minute.”
This poem alone teaches me that whatever task is given, I must do the work! I have to
become the bridge, I have to be the resolve, and I have to be the change for everything my
community needs.
On day two the keynote speaker, Eduardo Munoz, Project Coordinator for the City of Atlanta
Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs, left us with five simple responsibilities.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Articulate our vision.
Own our vision.
Lead our vision.
Pursue our vision.
Make our vision reality.

I learned three important things about the 2020 Census that I never knew. I learned that the
census is sexy, the census is all about power and the census is all about money!
Where do we go from here? In terms of Fort Valley State University, it’s simple. On April 1st,
2020, the Fort Valley State University Student Census Ambassadors will host an on-campus
event titled “Cupcakes and Census,” where we will inform the students of what the census is.
Moreover, we will encourage the students on campus to fill out the census questionairre, and
serve them a sweet treat once they complete the 2020 Census.

Thanks to our Collegiate Guests
Alabama A&M University
Alabama State University
Albany State University
Alcorn State University
Allen University
Benedict College
Bennett College for Women
Bethune-Cookman University
Broward College
Carlos Albizu University
Claflin University
Clark Atlanta University
Dalton State College
Dillard University
Edward Waters College
Elizabeth City State University
Fayetteville State University
Florida A&M University
Florida International University
Florida Memorial University
University of Florida
Fort Valley State University
Georgia State University
Grambling State University
Interdenominational Theological Center

Jackson State University
Johnson C. Smith University
Mercer University
Miami Dade College
Miles College
Mississippi State University
Mississippi Valley State University
Morehouse College
North Carolina A&T State University
Paine College
Queens University of North Carolina
Saint Augustine’s University
Saint Joseph Seminary College
St. Thomas University
Savannah State University
Shaw University
Spelman College
South Carolina State University
Southern University and A&M College
The University of South Carolina
Stillman College
Talladega College
Tuskegee University
Winston-Salem State University
Xavier University of Louisiana
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